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Presidentôs Message, July/Aug 2017 
 

Field Day has come and gone. Friday setup was rained out and it 
was windy all weekend. In spite of this we had several members 
get their stations on the air and overall it was a great success with 
over 900 QSOs. June also saw the announcement of our BITX40 
transceiver kit initiative and we have had a lot of interest. For 
those who are participating, we will be assembling the kits on the 
24
th
 & 25

th
 at the Radio Room. 

 

July also means that it is time once again for the W3R special 
event commemorating the Whiskey Rebellion that occurred in 
Washington County in the 1790s. Running through the 16

th
 club 

members can use the call to log contacts and maybe even create 
their own pile-up. Itôs a group effort so feel free to participate. 
 
 

73, 
 

Joe, N3XE 



 

 

 WACOM OFFICERS, BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 

STAFF, REPEATERS, AND NETS! 

Membership 

     - WACOM membership is open to anyone 

     - Annual Dues: 

          $20 for individuals 

          $10 for each additional family member 

        (send check & completed form to club treasurer) 

     - Questions? Contact the WACOM club treasurer. 

Membership Meeting 

     - 7:30PM (1930 hrs), First Thursday of every month 

Board of Directors Meeting 

     - 7PM (1900 hrs),  Last Thursday of every month 

Mailing Address 

     WACOM 

     c/o Norma Plants N3YJJ 

     236 Chambers Ridge Road 

     West Alexander, Pa 15376-2270 

E-Mail 

     General Club Correspondence; wa3com@gmail.com 
      

2017 Club Officers 

     Joe Caldwell, N3XE; n3xe.radio@gmail.com 

     Vice President: Patrick Degnan Jr., KB3TFN; pdegnan@gmail.com 

     Secretary: Randy Kief, KC3EKZ;  randykief@comcast.net 

     Treasurer: Kathleen Briggs, KC3HBO; johnw104@comcast.net  

2017 Board of Directors 

     Director: Bob Fischer, KC3AJM, kc3ajm@outlook.com 

     Director: Dennis Presky, K3PSP; dpresky@mra1.com 

     Director: Rob Balogh, KB3ZUS; robertfbalogh@gmail.com  

Newsletter Editor 

     Ken Frankenbery, AA3GM; ktfrank2@verizon.net 

Webmaster 

     Joe Caldwell, N3XE; n3xe.radio@gmail.com 

VE Liaison 

     Bob Kinnear, KI4DHB; ki4dhb@yahoo.com 

 

Repeaters 

       K3PSP - 146.790+ MHz, EchoLink node - WA3COM-R 

    147.285+ MHz (Scenery Hill, PA) 

          145.250 -  MHz (West Alexander)  

   147.390+  MHz (Smith Township) 

    147.315+  MHz (Greene County) 

       W3CYO - 145.490 MHz,  224.4 MHz, 443.300 MH z 

Digital Net 

     - Mondays at 8PM (2000 hrs), on K3PSP Repeater 

     - Bob, KC3AJM Net Control 

2 Meter Public Service Net 

     - Tuesdays at 8:30PM (2030 hrs), on K3PSP Repeater 

10 Meter Net 

     - Tuesdays at 9PM (2100 hrs), on 28.340 MHz 

     - Bud, N3TIR Net Control 

YL Net 

     - Wednesdays at 7:30PM (1930 hrs), on K3PSP Repeater 

     - Karen, K3PUP Net Control 

Elmer Net 

     - Wednesdays at 8PM (2000 hrs), on K3PSP Repeater 

     - Bud N3TIR, Net Control 

Club Elmers 

 

     DX Contest - Bill Sheehan, KB3LIX; kb3lix@comcast.net  
 

     QSL & DX - Bill Steffey, NY9H; ny9h@arrl.net  
 

     ARES & RACES - Bob Ketzell, KB3IN; kb3in@yahoo.com  
 

     CW - Loren McCullough, WA3WZR; lorenmcc@verizon.net  
 

     VHF - Craig Yoho, KB3RHR; craigyoho@consolenergy.com  
 

     Repeaters - Dennis Presky, K3PSP; dpresky@mra1.com 

 

     Websites - Joe Caldwell, N3XE; n3xe.radio@gmail.com  

 

Washington Amateur Communications is a non-profit organization that is dedicated to advancing the principles of Amateur Radio 

while making it fun for all who participate. We have been affiliated with the ARRL for over 25 years. Our club call sign is 

WA3COM. Because of our activity in promoting Amateur Radio, including conducting classes, public demonstrations, emergency 

preparedness and training, studying technical advancements in radio and mentoring of new and soon-to-be hams, WACOM has 

earned the designation of Special Service Club from the ARRL. 
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   WACOM General Meeting Minutes 

1 Jun 2017, 7:30 PM  

Next  Regular WACOM Meeting  - Thursday, 6  July 2017, 7:30 PM!  

  

The meeting was called to order by Joe (N3XE) at 7:30 pm.  
 

Membership introductions and introducing visitors were performed.  
 

Old minutes were read by Randy (KC3EKZ). Motion to accept minutes as read by Tom (KC3TOM), 2nd by Joe (WA3WMB). Minutes 

passed.   
 

The treasury report was read by Kay (KC3HBO). Motion to accept minutes as read by Bob (KC3AJM), 2nd by Marty 

(KC3MKM). Minutes passed.   
 

Old Business ï  
 

Radio room ï Patrick (KB3TFN) reported that Rob (KB3ZUS) has delivered 8 new laptops, and they are waiting to be loaded. No 

word on the tree the buckmaster was in from the fire department. There will be a work party on July 8th at 10 am for antenna work. 

Echostation is planned to be moved to itôs own PC, and radio. Joe (N3XE) reviewed Monday nights at the radio room activities.  
  

ACS ï Bob (KB3IN) stated the run for alex is Saturday, 6:30 am, meeting at Kingôs in Bentlyville. Need to be in position by 7:30 am. 

Any new hams will be partnered with experienced ones. Bring plenty of water, a handheld, and batteries. Net reports will be done via 

radiograms and passed thru the administrative chain. These reports end up at the ARRL for reporting to various agencies. 
 

Repeaters -   Dennis (K3PSP) had nothing to report. Joe (WA3WMB) is working on a UHF cross band site repeater. 
 

 

Station 3 ï Rob (KB3ZUS) states that the equipment is still at Dennisô (K3PSP) shop waiting to be installed.  

 

The Breezeshooters ham fest is Sunday. 

 

QRP night ï Joe (N3XE) will hold this the Friday prior to field day. 

 

Hamfest ï Quicksilver, KJI, and Sauder Electronics are confirmed for attending. There will be VE testing as usual.  

 

There wil be VE testing at field day. 

 

Field Day ï Rob (KB3ZUS) states that 92-2 & preliminary set-up will be held the Friday prior to field day. There will be food catered 

again this year by North Strabane EMA. 

 

Joe (N3XE) held a ñshow & tellò on the $60 40m SSB ñkitò radio BITX40. 

 

Harlen (KC3DUO) brought up setting up at the West Alexander fair. The cost ranges from free to $15. This must be a remote HF op-

eration due to RF from the rides. Starts Labor day, and runs for 6 days. Would need help everyday from 5 am to 11 pm. Bud (N3TIR) 

offered to pay for the tables if club attended. 

 

Bud (N3TIR) is holding the 13 colonies special event this year. He is looking for operators. Bud is the PA station this year. This is for 

the 1st week of July. Email Bud if your interested. 

 

Bill (NY9H) W3M is July 3rd ï 12th. Anyone interested can work it from home. 

 

Joe (WA3WMB) reports the 2nd Marrianna canoe race is October 12th. 

 

Dennis (K3PSP) states that First Energy is looking for help finding noise issues. The club now has a route for resolving 

issues with West Penn power via public safety. 

 

A motion to adjourn was made by Bob (KC3AJM), 2nd by Patrick (KB3TFN). Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm.  

  

Respectfully submitted by Randy Kief. (KC3EKZ)  
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