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Before it gets too nice outside, let's take an online course 

 I've been promoting the concept of Ham Radio as a Service, a Sport and a Hobby. A 

very important function of our Amateur Radio Service, is in the area of public service. To be 

able to provide any service we really need to be better prepared. There are many functions 

in which we participate without formal training, such as providing communications for a 5K 

race.  

 Not IF, but WHEN it becomes necessary to provide assistance for Washington County 

or any government agency, all will be best served by our training with a few online courses. 

With minimal training, we can understand how to properly integrate our vast capabilities in a 

larger picture with served agencies. Without such integration, nobody gets served and con-

fusion and chaos abound. Such mayhem and confusions were what resulted in many coun-

trywide Ham Radio/Public Service efforts in the past.   

 Actually it is quite easy to get started with the few appropriate classes:  

 ICS-100,  quite basically, this course explains exactly what is expected of whom and 

by whom, as well as how a basic command structure works.  

 IS-100,  Introduction to Incident Command System,  introduces the Incident Com-

mand System (ICS) and provides the foundation for higher level ICS training. This course 

describes the history, features and principles, and organizational structure of the Incident 

Command System. It also explains the relationship between ICS and the National Incident 

Management System (NIMS). 

 https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-100.b 

 Most frequently many of us (me) spend our radio time doing more of the Hobby & 

Sport aspects.  This month as we prepare for Field Day, let's think service, specifically, Pub-

lic Service. 

Should you have questions, WACOM's  EMCOMM net on Wednesday evenings is a perfect 

spot to learn more about the classes. 

WACOM page  http://www.wacomarc.org/nets.html 

Great seeing you at the WASH club's  WASHFEST, which was yet another splendid job by 

the Carol Crew. 

Bill NY9H  



 

 

 WACOM OFFICERS, BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 

STAFF, REPEATERS, AND NETS! 

Membership 

     - WACOM membership is open to anyone 

     - Annual Dues: 

          $20 for individuals 

          $10 for each additional family member 

        (send check & completed form to club treasurer) 

     - Questions? Contact the WACOM club treasurer. 

Membership Meeting 

     - 7:30PM (1930 hrs), First Thursday of every month 

Board of Directors Meeting 

     - 7PM (1900 hrs),  Last Thursday of every month 

Mailing Address 

     WACOM 

     c/o Norma Plants N3YJJ 

     236 Chambers Ridge Road 

     West Alexander, Pa 15376-2270 

E-Mail 

     General Club Correspondence; wa3com@gmail.com 
      

Club Officers 

     President: Bill Steffey, NY9H; ny9h@arrl.net 

     Vice President: Joe Caldwell, N3XE; n3xe.radio@gmail.com 

     Secretary: Randy Kief, KC3EKZ;  randykief@comcast.net 

     Treasurer: Norma Plants, N3YJJ; n3yjj@arrl.net 

Board of Directors 

     Director: Bob Fischer, KC3AJM, kc3ajm@outlook.com 

     Director: Dennis Presky, K3PSP; dpresky@mra1.com 

     Director: Bud Plants, N3TIR; bud@n3tir.com 

Newsletter Editor 

     Ken Frankenbery, AA3GM; ktfrank2@verizon.net 

Webmaster 

     Joe Caldwell, N3XE; n3xe.radio@gmail.com 

VE Liaison 

     Bob Kinnear, KI4DHB; ki4dhb@yahoo.com 

 

Repeaters 

       K3PSP - 146.790+ MHz, EchoLink node - WA3COM-R 

    147.285+ MHz (Scenery Hill, PA) 

          145.250 -  MHz (West Alexander)  

   147.390+  MHz (Smith Township) 

    147.315+  MHz (Greene County) 

       W3CYO - 145.490 MHz,  224.4 MHz, 443.300 MH z 

Digital Net 

     - Mondays at 8PM (2000 hrs), on K3PSP Repeater 

     - Bob, KC3AJM Net Control 

2 Meter Public Service Net 

     - Tuesdays at 8:30PM (2030 hrs), on K3PSP Repeater 

     - Dave, N3IDH Net Control 

10 Meter Net 

     - Tuesdays at 9PM (2100 hrs), on 28.340 MHz 

     - Bud, N3TIR Net Control 

YL Net 

     - Wednesdays at 7:30PM (1930 hrs), on K3PSP Repeater 

     - Karen, K3PUP Net Control 

Elmer Net 

     - Wednesdays at 8PM (2000 hrs), on K3PSP Repeater 

     - Bud N3TIR, Net Control 

Club Elmers 

 

     DX Contest - Bill Sheehan, KB3LIX; kb3lix@comcast.net  
 

     QSL & DX - Bill Steffey, NY9H; ny9h@arrl.net  
 

     ARES & RACES - Bob Ketzell, KB3IN; kb3in@yahoo.com  
 

     CW - Loren McCullough, WA3WZR; lorenmcc@verizon.net  
 

     VHF - Craig Yoho, KB3RHR; craigyoho@consolenergy.com  
 

     Repeaters - Dennis Presky, K3PSP; dpresky@mra1.com 

 

     Websites - Joe Caldwell, N3XE; n3xe.radio@gmail.com  

Washington Amateur Communications is a non-profit organization that is dedicated to advancing the principles of Amateur Radio 

while making it fun for all who participate. We have been affiliated with the ARRL for over 25 years. Our club call sign is 

WA3COM. Because of our activity in promoting Amateur Radio, including conducting classes, public demonstrations, emergency 

preparedness and training, studying technical advancements in radio and mentoring of new and soon-to-be hams, WACOM has 

earned the designation of Special Service Club from the ARRL. 
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   WACOM General Meeting Minutes 

4 February 2016, 7:30 PM  

 

 

  

bŜȄǘ ²!/ha ƳŜŜǝƴƎ  - о aŀǊŎƘ нлмсΣ тΥол taΗ  
 

The meeting was called to order by Bill (NY9H) at 7:30 

pm. Membership introductions and introducing visitors 

were performed. New hams, and member license up-

grades were recognized. 

Old minutes were read by Randy (KC3EKZ). 

 

A motion to accept by Betty (N3KFP), 2nd by Joe 

(WA3WMB). There were no objections. Minutes ac-

cepted. 

The treasury report was read by Norma (N3YJJ). Mo-

tion to accept by Betty (N3KFP), 2nd by Harland 

(KC3DUO), no objections. Report accepted as read. 

Bill (NY9H) discussed the upcoming sportsmanôs show 

January 5th thru 7th. Setup at noon on the 5th. HF 

will be via remote to Billôs station. 

 

Bob (KB3IN) discussed the upcoming tech class. Class 

will be March 1 thru April 19. Call Bob for more infor-

mation or to enroll. 

 

Randy (KC3EKZ) has an extra class study group start-

ing in March. Class will be every Thursday following 

Bobôs technician class schedule. 

 

Bud (N3TIR) would like to have a one day VE test with 

Bob Keener. 

 

Bob (KB3IN) discussed public service events. Club has 

a request from Ron at EMA for assistance in a parade 

in July. Parade will be held in Bentlyville. Marianna 

sportsmans asked for assistance in their canoe race be-

ing held in April. 

Randy (KC3EKZ) discussed the radio room. The new 

refrigerator is in, and working. Dave (N3IDH) deliv-

ered the new beam antenna. Randy discussed the lack 

of use of the radio room during events/evenings by the 

members. Dennis (K3PSP) has the ok to get the PSAP 

and region 13 DSL lines installed in the radio room 

from Jeff Yates. 

Rob (KB3ZUS) wants to confirm the movement of field 

day to North Strabane Municipal Park. Move was con-

firmed by all. The PA state fire convention will be held 

at the Meadows casino on Sept 21st thru 24th. They 

have requested us to provide communications for the 

parade. 

 

Bill (NY9H) discussed special events. (W3R, W3M, 

W3T) The WASH club is having a ñfox huntò. The 

date will be posted on the WASH club website. 

 

Brad (KC3EDQ) discussed EMCOMMS. The group is 

taking the FEMA certification classes on line. He 

would like to have a net on the repeater system. Brad is 

planning a 16 month layout to get all FEMA class cer-

tifications complete. Bob (KB3IN) appointed Brad as 

ARES/RACES training officer. 

 

A motion to adjourn was made by Bob (KC3AJM), and 

second by Joe (W3WMB). Motion passed unanimously, 

and the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Randy Kief. (KC3EKZ) 
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2015-16 WACOM Upcoming Events Calendar 
Meetings, Contests & Other Significant Club Events (Subject to Change) 

____________________________________________________ 

 

 

3 March 2016, WACOM Meeting at 7:30PM, Washington County Building 

 

5-6 March 2016ðARRL DX Contest-SSB, http://www.arrl.org 
 

 

12 March 2016ðBreezeshooterôs Groundwave SSB,  http://www.breezeshooters.org 

 

26-27 March 2016ðCQ WPX ContestðSSB, http://www.cqwpx.com 

 

7 April 2016, WACOM Meeting at 7:30PM, Washington County Building 

 

9 April 2016ðCuyahoga Falls, OH Hamfest, Emido & Sonôs Party Center 

 

24 April 2016, Two Rivers Hamfest, http://www.trarc.net/home 

 

5 May 2016, WACOM Meeting at 7:30PM, Washington County Building 

 

20-22 May 16ðDayton Hamvention, Hara Arena, Dayton Ohio 

 

4 June 2016, Run for Alex, Need for Hams to Help!, Bentleyville, PA 

 

5 June 2016ðBreezeshooterôs Hamfest, Big Butler Fairgrounds 

 

25 June 2016ðARRL Field Day, North Strabane Municipal Park 
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2016 Mar01 2016 Mar03 New Caledonia 
FK 

 
 

LotW 

DXW.Ne
t 

20161022
5 

By JG1XMV as FK/JG1XMV fm Ouvea 
(OC-033); HF; QSL also OK via eQSL and 

JG1XMV direct: Arnaud M Decornez, 2-9-6-
W201 Higashiazabu, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-

0044, Japan 

2016 Mar01 2016 Mar16 East Kiribati 
T32 

 
LotW 

K8AQM 
20150906 

By K8AQM as T32TR, KG8CO as T32CO, 
K8QKY as T32SB, K8MU as T32MU, 

AC8W as T32WW, N8LJ as T32LJ, N6FS as 
T32FS; 160-10m; CW SSB + digital; 500w; 
beach verticals; QRV for ARRL DX SSB; 

QSL also OK via AC8JF 

2016 Mar02 2016 Mar12 Maldives 8Q7WK 
 

OE1MWW 
DXW.Ne

t 
20160228 

By OE1MWW fm Kandolhu I (AS-013); HF; 
CW SSB + digital; holiday style operation 

2016 Mar02 2016 Mar18 Sri Lanka 4S7 
[spots] 

See Info 
DXW.Ne

t 
20160201 

By DJ9KH DK1AX DK1MA DL2AWG 
DL2HWA DL2RNS DL3HRH DL4SVA 

DL7VEE DM2AYO as 4S7GWG and 
4S7RTG fm Bentota; 40-6m; CW SSB 

RTTY; 500w; Spiderbeams; QSL 4S7GWG 
via DL2AWG and 4S7RTG via DL7VEE; 

QSL also OK via Club Log 

2016 Mar03 2016 Mar15 Marquesas TX7EU  DK2AMM 
DXW.Ne

t 
20160115 

By DK2AMM DL6JGN GM4FDM 
PA3EWP fm Hatiheu, Nuku Hiva (OC-027, 
BI91xe); 40-10m; CW SSB + digital; 2 sta-
tions (1 24/7); Hexbeam, vertical; QSL OK 

via DARC Buro or direct, also Club Log 

2016 Mar04 2016 Mar13 
Equatorial 

Guinea 
3C7GIA 

LA7GIA 
Direct 

DXNews 
20151218 

By LA7GIA fm Malabo I (AF-010, JJ43jr); 
40-10m, possbily 80m; CW SSB RTTY; 2 ele 

yagis + G5RV 

2016 Mar04 2016 Mar16 Uganda 5X1XA G3SWH 
DXW.Ne

t 
20160218 

By G3SWH; 80-10m; CW; QRV for RSGB 
Commonwealth Contest; holiday style opera-

tion outside of contest 

2016 Mar04 2016 Mar19 South Cook Is E51AQA VE7AQA 
DXW.Ne

t 
20160209 

By VE7AQA fm Rarotonga I (OC-013); HF; 
SSB; holiday style operation 

ARRL International DX Contest, Phone (Mar 5-6, 2016) Check here for pericontest activity too. 

2016 Mar06 2016 Mar11 
French Polyne-

sia 
FO 

 
NH6XO 
Direct 

DXNews 
20160228 

By NH6XO as NH6XO fm Moorea I (OC-
046); fcous on 40m; SSB 

2016 Mar06 2016 Mar21 
San Andres & 
Providencia 

5J0P LotW 
OPDX 

20160111 

By SP6PT SP2EBG SP3CYY SP3GEM 
SP6IXF SP9FOW SP9RCL SQ2OFS fm San 
Andres I (NA-033); 160-6m; CW SSB RTTY; 

QSL request via Club Log (QSL details on 
Web) 

2016 Mar07 2016 Mar11 Mariana Is 
KH0 

 
JH1MLO 

Direct 
DXNews 
20160229 

By JH1MLO as KH0/JH1MLO fm Saipan 
(OC-086, QK25vg); HF; QSL: Yutaka Hara, 
16-11 Takakuramachi, Hachioji-City Tokyo 

192-0033, Japan 

2016 Mar08 2016 Mar15 Swaziland 3DA0 LotW 
DXW.Ne

t 
20160219 

By UA4CC as 3DA0CC and LY2IJ as 
3DA0IJ; HF, focus on low bands; QSL also 

OK via home_call and Club Log 

2016 Mar09 2016 Mar13 St Kitts & Nevis 
V4 

 
LotW 

DXW.Ne
t 

20160228 

By KB1EHE as V4/KB1EHE fm St Kitts 
(NA-104); HF; SSB; 100w; wires; QSL also 

OK via KB1EHE direct 

2016 Mar09 2016 Mar15 Palau T88XH JA0EKI 
DXNews 
20160108 

By JA0EKI; 160-10m; CW SSB RTTY 
PSK61 JT65 

2016 Mar10 2016 Mar13 Dominica 
J79XF 

 
G3TXF 

DXNews 
20160302 

By G3TXF fm NA-101; HF; QRV for Com-
monwealth Contest 

http://dx-world.net/
http://dx-world.net/
http://dx-world.net/
http://dx-world.net/
http://4s.mydx.de/
http://www.dxwatch.com/dxsd1.php?f=0&t=dx&c=4S7GWG
http://dx-world.net/
http://dx-world.net/
http://www.marquesas2016.de/
http://dx-world.net/
http://dx-world.net/
http://dxnews.com/
http://dx-world.net/
http://dx-world.net/
http://dx-world.net/
http://dx-world.net/
http://www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxs2016.html
http://dxnews.com/
http://www.5j0p.com/en/home/
http://www.papays.com/opdx.html
http://dxnews.com/
http://dx-world.net/
http://dx-world.net/
http://dx-world.net/
http://dx-world.net/
http://dxnews.com/
http://dxnews.com/
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2016 Mar10 2016 Mar24 Grenada J34G G3PJT 
G3PJG 

20160208 
By G3PJT; 80-10m; mainly CW; 100w; QRV for 
Commonwealth Contest; holiday style operation 

2016 Mar10 2016 Mar26 Vietnam 3W2BR 
DK2BR 
Direct 

DXW.Net 
20151216 

By DK2BR fm Con Son I (AS-130); 40-10m; SSB 
RTTY PSK31; 60w; verticals; holiday style opera-

tion 

2016 Mar11 2016 Mar15 Bermuda VP9 G3VYI 
G3VYI 

20160217 

By G3VYI as VP9/G3VYI; focus on 160 80 40m 
during evenings; holiday style operation; QRV for 

Commonwealth Contest 

2016 Mar11 2016 Apr07 Madeira CT9 LotW 
DL3KWF 
20150822 

By DL3KWF as CT9/DL3KWF and DL3KWR as 
CT9/DL3KWR; focus on WARC; CW; QSL also 

OK via DARC Buro and eQSL 

2016 Mar12 2016 Mar24 Aruba P4 
PA7DA 

Buro 
DXNews 
20151215 

By PA7DA as P4/PA7DA fm SA-036; HF; 100w; 
wire; holiday style operation 

2016 Mar12 2016 Mar25 Peru OA4 DL5YWM 
DXNews 
20160219 

By DL5YWM as OA4/DL5YWM; HF 

2016 Mar14 2016 Apr12 
St Kitts & 

Nevis 
V47JA LotW 

W5JON 
20160117 

By W5JON fm Calypso Bay, St Kitts; 160-6m, incl 
60m; SSB; yagi on 6m, verticals, dipole; QRV for 
CQWW WPX SSB; QSL also OK via W5JON  

2016 Mar15 2016 Mar22 Bonaire 
PJ4 

 
KG9N 

DXNews 
20160228 

By KG9N as PJ4/KG9N fm SA-006; HF 

2016 Mar15 2016 Mar23 Isle of Man GD4SKA M0OXO 
425DXN 
20160116 

By GW4SKA fm EU-116; 80-10m; RTTY, some 
PSK; will use GD0A for BARTG HF RTTY Con-

test (19-20 March); QSL also OK via Club Log 

2016 Mar15 2016 Mar26 
Cocos Keel-

ing 
VK9CK LotW 

DXW.Net 
20150316 

By LB2TB LA6YIA LB1GB LA9DFA; 160-10m, 
focus on 160 80m; CW SSB RTTY; focus on all 

time new one (ATNO) contacts; QSL also OK via 
Club Log or LA6OP, Buro or direct 

2016 Mar15 2016 May15 
Minami 

Torishima 
JD1 JA8CJY 

DXW.Net 
20160205 

By JG8NQJ as JG8NQJ/JD1; HF; CW; spare time 
operation 

2016 Mar17 2016 Mar21 Palau T88 Home Call 
DXW.Net 
20160202 

By JP1RIW as T88KH and DL2KUH as T88KU 
fm Koror; HF 

2016 Mar17 2016 Mar29 
St Pierre & 
Miquelon 

FP LotW 
DXNews 
20151118 

By KV1J as FP/KV1J fm Miquelon I (NA-032); 
160-10m; SSB RTTY CW; QRV for RDXC and 

WPX SSB contests; QSL also OK via KV1J 

2016 Mar18 2016 Mar24 Mayotte FH  See Info 
DXW.Net 
20151126 

By F2DX as FH/F2DX and F6BEE as 
FH/F6BEE (QSL via F6BEE) fm AF-027; 40-6m 

2016 Mar20 2016 Mar25 Palau T88IR LotW 
DXNews 
20160208 

By JF1DIR fm Koror I (OC-009); 40 30 20 15 
10m; CW + digital; QSL also OK via JF1DIR and 

eQSL 

2016 Mar18 2016 Mar28 St Martin 
FS 

 
eQSL 

DXW.Net 
20160302 

By W7NZJ as FS/W7NZJ fm Orient Beach; 20-
10m; CW + digital 

2016 Mar20 2016 Apr10 Heard I VK0EK M0URX 
KK6EK 
20141215 

By HB9BXE K2ARB K3EL KM4MXD N6TQ 
NG2H NP4IW UT6UD VK2BAX VK6CQ 
WJ2O KK6EK W7XU; HF; CW SSB RTTY 

2016 Mar24 2016 Apr21 Mayotte FH  F4FET 
DXNews 
20160210 

By F4FET as FH/F4FET fm AF-027; 40-10m; 
SSB 

2016 Mar25 2016 Mar27 Honduras HR4 DL5YWM 
DXNews 
20160219 

By DL5YWM as HR4/DL5YWM fm Tiger I 
(NA-060); HF 

2016 Mar29 2016 Apr04 Laos XW7FG JA7FGI 
DXW.Net 
20160212 

By JA7FGI fm Vientiane; 80-6m, focus on high 
bands; SSB RTTY, perhaps PSK31 QSL via eQSL 

2016 Mar30 2016 Apr04 Svalbard JW LotW 
DL7DF 

20160220 

By DL7DF as JW/DL7DF, DL4WK DK1BT 
DL7UFR likewise; 160-10m; CW SSB RTTY; 
QSL also OK via DL7DF, Buro or direct 

http://dx-world.net/
http://pa7da.jouwweb.nl/p4-aruba
http://dxnews.com/
http://dxnews.com/
http://dxnews.com/
http://www.425dxn.org/
http://dipperdx.com/cocos2016/
http://dx-world.net/
http://dx-world.net/
http://dx-world.net/
http://www.kv1j.com/fp/Mar16.html
http://dxnews.com/
http://dx-world.net/
http://dxnews.com/
http://dx-world.net/
http://vk0ek.org/
http://dxnews.com/
http://dxnews.com/
http://dx-world.net/
http://www.dl7df.com/jw/
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DonñKB3YLR and KarenñK3PUP DaveñN3IDH and HarlanñKC3DUO   

JimñAA3UV by the ticket Sam W3CYO in an eyeball QSO 

JoeñWA3WMB tries his luck 
RandyñKC3EKZ and DaveñN3IDH  


