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WACOM  
Presidentõs Message  

January 2016 
BillñNY9H 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
For some of  us, a new year provides just that a NEW year.   Thanks Goodness.... 

For those of  us that had a great year, it's time for another one,  even better !     

As I've said along with Bud, N#TIR, great as long as we are moving forward,   we are 

right ? 

For 2016 we have already scheduled our Technician Classes. We have a short list of  

changes (repairs & improvements) and additions for the Radio Room. We are scheduled 

at The Washington County Sportsmen Show to be promoting the Ham Radio Service. 

Our upcoming Basic Electronics/ Technician Amateur radio classes will be promoted 

and remote capabilities from the Crown Center Mall will be demonstrated controlling 

equipment and antennas at the RadioRoom on East Maiden St.  HF setup!   One 2016 fo-

cus is enhancing our capabilities in the area of  WACOM members utilization of  digital 

communications. For the past two years our Monday night Digital Net has concentrated 

on VHF, and as more finally get  "a round tuit" and fixup their HF antennas.  I would ex-

pect we will see some HF digital capabilities exhibited, augmenting existing resources. 
 

Meeting program suggestions:  ( and please email me additional topics for inclusion) 

SDR Software Designed Radios & under 20$ radios (on a USB dongle) cpu required. 

Operating PSK & RTTY using your computer sound card 

Easy ANTENNAS  

How to optimize for Field Day   

Bring some stuff  to sell night ...  radio oriented only 

W3CRA   a world famous station in Canonsburg  

Will my old computer work OK for Ham radio  

Opportunities to get on local HF nets  

Bring a friend to a meeting !    Membership is not required. 

 

CU on the Radio 

Bill NY9H/3  

ny9h@arrl.net 



 

 

 WACOM OFFICERS, BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 

STAFF, REPEATERS, AND NETS! 

Membership 

     - WACOM membership is open to anyone 

     - Annual Dues: 

          $20 for individuals 

          $10 for each additional family member 

        (send check & completed form to club treasurer) 

     - Questions? Contact the WACOM club treasurer. 

Membership Meeting 

     - 7:30PM (1930 hrs), First Thursday of every month 

Board of Directors Meeting 

     - 7PM (1900 hrs),  Last Thursday of every month 

Mailing Address 

     WACOM 

     c/o Norma Plants N3YJJ 

     236 Chambers Ridge Road 

     West Alexander, Pa 15376-2270 

E-Mail 

     General Club Correspondence; wa3com@gmail.com 
      

Club Officers 

     President: Bill Steffey, NY9H; ny9h@arrl.net 

     Vice President: Joe Caldwell, N3XE; n3xe.radio@gmail.com 

     Secretary: Randy Kief, KC3EKZ;  randykief@comcast.net 

     Treasurer: Norma Plants, N3YJJ; n3yjj@arrl.net 

Board of Directors 

     Director: Bob Fischer, KC3AJM, kc3ajm@outlook.com 

     Director: Dennis Presky, K3PSP; dpresky@mra1.com 

     Director: Bud Plants, N3TIR; bud@n3tir.com 

Newsletter Editor 

     Ken Frankenbery, AA3GM; ktfrank2@verizon.net 

Webmaster 

     Joe Caldwell, N3XE; n3xe.radio@gmail.com 

VE Liaison 

     Bob Kinnear, KI4DHB; ki4dhb@yahoo.com 

 

Repeaters 

       K3PSP - 146.790+ MHz, EchoLink node - WA3COM-R 

    147.285+ MHz (Scenery Hill, PA) 

          145.250 -  MHz (West Alexander)  

   147.390+  MHz (Smith Township) 

    147.315+  MHz (Greene County) 

       W3CYO - 145.490 MHz,  224.4 MHz, 443.300 MH z 

Digital Net 

     - Mondays at 8PM (2000 hrs), on K3PSP Repeater 

     - Bob, KC3AJM Net Control 

2 Meter Public Service Net 

     - Tuesdays at 8:30PM (2030 hrs), on K3PSP Repeater 

     - Dave, N3IDH Net Control 

10 Meter Net 

     - Tuesdays at 9PM (2100 hrs), on 28.340 MHz 

     - Bud, N3TIR Net Control 

YL Net 

     - Wednesdays at 7:30PM (1930 hrs), on K3PSP Repeater 

     - Karen, K3PUP Net Control 

Elmer Net 

     - Wednesdays at 8PM (2000 hrs), on K3PSP Repeater 

     - Bud N3TIR, Net Control 

Club Elmers 

 

     DX Contest - Bill Sheehan, KB3LIX; kb3lix@comcast.net  
 

     QSL & DX - Bill Steffey, NY9H; ny9h@arrl.net  
 

     ARES & RACES - Bob Ketzell, KB3IN; kb3in@yahoo.com  
 

     CW - Loren McCullough, WA3WZR; lorenmcc@verizon.net  
 

     VHF - Craig Yoho, KB3RHR; craigyoho@consolenergy.com  
 

     Repeaters - Dennis Presky, K3PSP; dpresky@mra1.com 

 

     Websites - Joe Caldwell, N3XE; n3xe.radio@gmail.com  

Washington Amateur Communications is a non-profit organization that is dedicated to advancing the principles of Amateur Radio 

while making it fun for all who participate. We have been affiliated with the ARRL for over 25 years. Our club call sign is 

WA3COM. Because of our activity in promoting Amateur Radio, including conducting classes, public demonstrations, emergency 

preparedness and training, studying technical advancements in radio and mentoring of new and soon-to-be hams, WACOM has 

earned the designation of Special Service Club from the ARRL. 
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   WACOM General Meeting Minutes 

4 December 2015, 6:00 PM  

 

 

  

bŜȄǘ ²!/ha ƳŜŜǝƴƎ  - т WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмсΣ тΥол taΗ  

DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aŜŜǝƴƎ aƛƴǳǘŜǎκ/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǇŀǊǘȅ ς мнκпκнлмр 

 

-¢ƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǊŘŜǊ ōȅ .ƛƭƭ {ǘŜũŜȅ όb¸фIύ ŀǘ сΥрр ǇƳΦ 

-hƭŘ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƻǎǘǇƻƴŜŘ ǳƴǝƭ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ Yоt{tκbоYCt 

-.ƛƭƭ όb¸фIύ ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘŜŘ .ǳŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ϷолллΦллҌ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƳŦŜǎǘΦ 

-.ƛƭƭ όb¸фIύ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǳǇ нƴŘ ǊƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŜƭŜŎǝƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘΥ 

 {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ς bƻ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ ƳƻǝƻƴΦ Yоt¦tκY/о!Wa 

 ±ƛŎŜ-tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ς .ƻō όY/о!Waύ ōȅ bо½bLκbоYCt 

 .ƻŀǊŘ aŜƳōŜǊ ς WƻŜ όbо·9ύ ōȅ bо½bLκbоYCt 

 

±ƻǘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘΦ Cƛƴŀƭ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŦƻǊ нлмс ƻŶŎŜǊǎΥ 

 {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ς wŀƴŘȅ όY/о9Y½ύ 

 ±ƛŎŜ-tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ς WƻŜ όbо·9ύ 

 .ƻŀǊŘ aŜƳōŜǊ ς .ƻō όY/о!Waύ 

 

-.ƛƭƭ όb¸фIύ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά.ƛƎ {ǿƛǘŎƘέ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ wŀƴŘȅ όY/о9Y½ύ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǘƘŜ ǊŀŘƛƻ ǊƻƻƳΣ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŜũƻǊǘ ǘƻ ōŜǧŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ 

-.ƛƭƭ όb¸фIύ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ .ǳŘ όbо¢Lwύ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ м ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ²t! !w9{ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΦ 

-.ƛƭƭ όb¸фIύ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƻǾŜǊ YŀǊŜƴΩǎ όYоt¦tύ ¸[ ƴŜǘ Ŏƻƴπ

ǘǊƻƭ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊ ǎǇƻǘΦ 

-! Ƴƻǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŀŘƧƻǳǊƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƳŜǊǊȅ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ .ƻō όY/о!WaύΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ōȅ ŀƭƭΦ 

- aƻǝƻƴ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǳƴŀƴƛƳƻǳǎƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŀŘƧƻǳǊƴŜŘ ŀǘ уΥнр ǇƳΦ 

 

wŜǎǇŜŎǜǳƭƭȅ ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ōȅ wŀƴŘȅ YƛŜŦΦ όY/о9Y½ύ 
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2015-16 WACOM Upcoming Events Calendar 
Meetings, Contests & Other Significant Club Events (Subject to Change) 

____________________________________________________ 

 

1 January 2016ðARRL Straight Key Night, http://www.arrl.org 
 

 

2-3 January 2016ðARRL RTTY Roundup, http://www.arrl.org 
 

 

7 January 2016, WACOM Meeting at 7:30PM, Washington County Building 
 

 

16 January 2016ðWASH 2-meter Simplex Contest  http://www.n3sh.org 

 

16 January 2016ðBreezeshooterôs Groundwave PSK31,  http://www.breezeshooters.org 
 

 

30 Januaryð1 February 2016ðARRL January VHF Contest, http://www.arrl.org 
 

 

28 February 2016ðWASHFest & VE Test Session, CSVFD, Castle Shannon, PA 

 

4 February 2016, WACOM Meeting at 7:30PM, Washington County Building 

 

5-7 February 2016, WACOM Special Event Station at Crown Center in Washington 

 

13 February 2016ðBreezeshooterôs Groundwave CW,  http://www.breezeshooters.org 

 

20-21 February 2016ðARRL DX Contest-CW, http://www.arrl.org 

 

5-6 March 2016ðARRL DX Contest-SSB, http://www.arrl.org 
 

 

12 March 2016ðBreezeshooterôs Groundwave SSB,  http://www.breezeshooters.org 
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WACOM HAM DX Corner¹JANUARY 2016  
COURTESY: http://www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html  
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2016 Jan01 2016 Jan08 Micronesia V63GG 
[spots]  

JR2GAG 
DXW.Net 
20151222 

By JR2GAG fm Kosrae I (OC-059, RJ15mi); 160-
10m; holiday style operation; QSL OK via JARL 

2016 Jan01 2016 Jan30 Senegal 

6W 

 
[spots] 

LotW 
EA1HFI 
20160101 

By EA1HFI as 6W/EA1HFI fm Ziguinchor; QRP; 
spare time operation, focusing on weekends; QSL 
also OK via EA1HFI, Buro or direct (w/ SASE); 

2016 Jan02 2016 Jan10 Vanuatu YJ0AFU 
[spots]  

LotW 
VK4AFU 
20150910 

By VK4AFU fm Port Vila, Efate I (OC-035); 160-
6m (JT65 on 50090 Khz and SSB, CW 50160 Khz 
+/ - 5Khz); CW SSB + digital; QSL also OK via 

2016 Jan03 2016 Jan08 Sri Lanka 4S 
[spots] 

EA3BT 
DXW.Net 
20151204 

By EA3BT as 4S7JTG and EA3WL as 4S7NTG; 
40-10m; SSB,some CW RTTY; will try to activate 
Berberyn I (AS-171); QSL OK via Buro or direct 

2016 Jan04 2016 Jan07 Lesotho 7P8VR 
[spots]  

DD0VR 
DXW.Net 
20151126 

By DD0VR; 40 20 15 10m; SSB CW; QRP 

2016 Jan05 2016 Jan31 Senegal 6W7SK 
[spots]  

LotW 
DXNews 
20151008 

By F6BLP fm Saly Portudal; 160-6m; CW SSB 
RTTY; QSL also OK via F6BLP 

2016 Jan06 2016 Jan14 Antigua V25GB 
[spots]  

GW4DVB 
DXW.Net 
20150831 

By GW4DVB fm FK97bc; 40-6m; SSB 

2016 Jan07 2016 Jan11 
NZ      

SubArctic 
Is 

ZL9A VE3LYC 
DXNews 
20151117 

By VE3LYC VK5CE SQ8X KD1CT fm An-
tipodes I (OC-286, first activation); 40-10m; CW 
SSB; QSL OK via Buro or direct; DXCC entity 

2016 Jan07 2016 Jan12 Panama HP3 N2ZN 
DXNews 
20151215 

By WJ2O as HP3/WJ2O; focus on low bands 

2016 Jan07 2016 Jan14 Palau T88 Home Call 
DXW.Net 
20150803 

By JO3LVG as T88MK, JA6EGL as T88SM, 
JA6KYU as T88HS, JA6UBY as T88RR, JH7IPR 

as T88UW; 160-6m; CW SSB RTTY 

2016 Jan07 2016 Jan22 Bonaire PJ4B 
PA8A Di-

rect 
DXW.Net 
20151126 

By PA8A fm SA-006; 40-10m; holiday style opera-
tion; 2USD + SAE w/ QSL request 

2016 Jan09 2016 Jan17 Cayman Is ZF2PG LotW 
DXW.Net 
20151128 

By K8PGJ fm Grand Cayman I; 160-10m; SSB; 
QSL also OK via K8PGJ direct 

2016 Jan09 2016 Jan21 Belize V31 LotW 
DXNews 
20151215 

By DJ4KW as V31YN and DK9GG as V31GW; 
160-10m; CW RTTY; 100w; QSL also OK via 

home_call, Buro or direct 

2016 Jan12 2016 Jan21 
South 

Cook Is 
E51J 

 
LotW 

425DXN 
20160102 

By JA3ARJ JA3AVO JA3IVU JA3UJR JF3HPN 
JH3LSS JH3PBL fm Rarotonga (OC-013); 80-6m, 
perhaps 160m; CW SSB + digital; QSL also OK via 

2016 Jan12 2016 Jan25 Palmyra Is K5P LotW 
DXW.Net 
20150418 

By K9CT N2TU WB9Z K9NW K6MM W8HC 
W0GJ ND2T W3OA fm Cooper I; 160-10m; CW 
SSB + digital; 5 stations; full QSL details on Web 

pages, Club Log preferred 

2016 Jan15 2016 Jan24 Laos XW4ZW LotW 
DXW.Net 
20151216 

By K4ZW; HF, focus on low bands; QSL also OK 
via K1SE and Club Log 

2016 Jan17 2016 Jan25 
South 

Sandwich 
Islands! 

VP8STI Club Log 
DXW.Net 
20141215 

By N6PSE K3LP N2WB N6HC RA9USU 
JH4RHF K1LZ WD5COV K3VN K9CT K4ZLE 
K6TD VE7CT NA6M; 160-10m; CW SSB RTTY; 

8 full days, exact dates TBA 

http://www.dxwatch.com/dxsd1.php?f=0&t=dx&c=V63GG
http://dx-world.net/
http://www.dxwatch.com/dxsd1.php?f=0&t=dx&c=6W/EA1HFI
https://www.qrz.com/lookup/yj0afu
http://www.dxwatch.com/dxsd1.php?f=0&t=dx&c=YJ0AFU
http://www.dxwatch.com/dxsd1.php?f=0&t=dx&c=4S7JTG
http://dx-world.net/
http://www.dxwatch.com/dxsd1.php?f=0&t=dx&c=7P8VR
http://dx-world.net/
http://f6blp.org/
http://www.dxwatch.com/dxsd1.php?f=0&t=dx&c=6W7SK
http://dxnews.com/
https://www.qrz.com/db/v25gb
http://www.dxwatch.com/dxsd1.php?f=0&t=dx&c=V25GB
http://dx-world.net/
http://iotahunter.org/
http://dxnews.com/
http://dxnews.com/
http://dx-world.net/
http://dx-world.net/
http://dx-world.net/
http://www.qslnet.de/member/dj4kw/v31yn.htm
http://dxnews.com/
http://www.425dxn.org/
http://palmyra2016.org/
http://dx-world.net/
http://dx-world.net/
http://www.intrepid-dx.com/vp8/
http://dx-world.net/



