
 Washington Amateur Communications 

Presidents Message June 2010 

The month of June starts with Breeze Shooters Ham fest and ends 

with Field Day 2010. This is going to be a very busy month for the 

club. I hope all members make plans for enjoying the events during 

June.  

The club trailer has been updated for emergency use by making it 

towable by any vehicle with a 1 7/8 ball. This has been needed for a 

long time and is one step in making it a true emergency communica-

tions trailer.  

The club is in the process of upgrading some of its older electronics. 

After we come up with an inventory of items we want to update, 

those items will be listed for club members to look over for pur-

chase.  

I would like to welcome home one of our club members Ken 

Frankenbery AA3GM on his safe return from his deployment over-

seas and say Thank You for your service to our country that we all 

enjoy the freedoms that we have today because of troops both today 

and in the past 200 years.  

73 ,  

 Bud, N3TIR  
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The next General Membership meeting will be held  ON    
THURSDAY, JUNE 3, 2010, at 7:30 p.m. AT THE WASHINGTON 

COUNTY BUILDING IN ROOM 103.   

Harry Bloomburg, W3YJ, will be at the June meeting 

ǘƻ ƭƻŀŘ b.9a{ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ ǳƴǘƻ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΩǎ      

laptop who wants it;  Software for field day can also 

be loaded at this time. 

Bring your laptop to the June meeting if you want 
this software. 

mailto:kb3omh@comcast.net


Page 2          The W.A.C.O.M. Ham 

Here are the plans for the Fox Hunté.. So faréé 
 
Saturday, June 5th : Dry run to test the Fox, Antennas and 
Devices. Also some training on use of equipment and 
maps.  
Place: Mingo Creek Park,  Time 3 PM   till ....  
 
Saturday, June 19th: The Fox Hunt  

Start in Mingo Creek Park. The hunt will use teams in cars.  
A team should include a driver and two others to take directional readings and 

argue about what the readings mean.  
Teams will start 15 minutes apart beginning at 10AM. The Fox may move after 

being found.  
 

The hunt will wrap up with an afternoon picnic back at the Park .  Larry from 
WASH will be trying to get a pavilion. More on this as info comes in.  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
  Antenna Building for the Fox Hunt      

     
    

The Fox Hunt  

Can you hear me NOW? 

Antenna building May 

20th at Shortyôs.  In 

attendance were: 

NY9H, BILL;  NZ3S, 
ADAM; KC3HW, JIM; 
N3TIR, BUD; KSVX, 
LARRY; AE5QX, TOM 
{FROM MS}; N3GHR, 
JOHN, and grandson 
Mike 



The W.A.C.O.M. Ham                                                              Page 3

June 26 -27, 2010 ~~ Always The Fourth Full Weekend In June  

Where the spirit of ñAmateur Radio Pastò joins forces with the Next Generation 

of Innovations, Interests and Individuals!!!  

ARRL Field Day is the most popular on-the-air operating event in amateur radio. On 
the fourth full weekend in June, tens of thousands of amateur radio operators gather 
for a public demonstration of our service. Field Day is part educational event, part operating event, part 

public relations event ï and ALL about FUN!  

Amateur radio is about knowledge and growth.  It is a hobby and service that truly offers ñsomething for 
everyone.ò Amateur Radio embraces both the old and new.  While CW may no longer be a testing 
element, it is still a strong and favorite operating mode for many.  Tens of thousands of operators are 
embracing digital technologies, from RTTY to newer digital modes like PSK31 and Olivia.  Phone opera-
tion, probably the largest segment of the hobby, also has new frontiers to be explored with digitized 
voice, VOIP, and IRLP. And this is why Field Day ï the largest annual on-the-air operating event ï is so 
exciting.  It gives all ï the old timer and the newcomer, the brass-pounder and the computer assisted op-
erator ï the chance to share and teach the broad range of modes and technologies we find in our hobby. 

Field Day is truly the time in which we bring amateur radio to Main Street USA.  By setting up in park-
ing lots, malls, Emergency Operations Centers, parks and even at home, amateur operators learn skills 
that will allow them to better serve their communities.  Setting up in these public venues gives added 
public relations value ï their friends and neighbors can see and experience the fun and public service 
capability that their ñham radioò neighbors bring to the community. 

¶ Objective :  To work as many stations as possible on any and all amateur bands (excluding the 
60, 30, 17, and 12-meter bands) and to learn to operate in abnormal situations in less than opti-
mal conditions. Field Day is open to all amateurs in the areas covered by the ARRL/RAC Field 
Organizations and countries within IARU Region 2. DX stations residing in other regions may be 
contacted for credit, but are not eligible to submit entries. 
 

ARRL Field Day is not a fully adjudicated contest, which explains much of its popularity.  It is a time where 
many aspects of Amateur Radio come together to highlight our many roles. While some will treat it as a con-
test, most groups use the opportunity to practice their emergency response capabilities.  It is an excellent op-
portunity to demonstrate Amateur Radio to local elected community leaders, key individuals with the organi-

zations that Amateur Radio might serve in an emergency, as well as the general public. For many clubs, 

ARRL Field Day is one of the highlights of their annual calendar. 

Join in the fun! For more information on amateur radio and the ARRL ï the national organization for Amateur 
Radio ï visit www.arrl.org 

ARRL Field Day  

 

Plans for Field Day will be discussed at the June  

General Membership Meeting.  Be sure to sign up  

and come out and enjoy the event!  

 

http://www.arrl.org/
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Present:Bud(N3TIR), Norma(N3YJJ), JohnQ(N3GHR), Sam(W3CYO), AdamQ(KB3OMH), Jim
(KC3HW), Dave(N3IDH), Jacque(N3ZEL), Ed(N3ZNI), Denny(K8DKS), Debbie(KD8KAC), JoeF
(WA3WMB), SueF (KB3TAJ), Bill (NY9H), Clay (KB3CHY), Kevin Smith (N3HKQ) 
 
Bud called the meeting to order at 7:34 PM  

1. Reports  

Secretary - Ed moved to accept minutes as they appeared in the newsletter, Dave seconded. Mo-

tion approved.  

Treasurer ï Treasurers report was circulated; Ed moved to accept, JoeF seconded. Motion ap-

proved. 

Newsletter ï Kudos to Jacque for a job well done 

Repeater - Sam reported repeater OK. Repeater etiquette will be discussed at a future meeting.  

RACES/ARES ï Dave reported that with the help of the county a phone tree will be established; 

anyone wanting to be on the phone tree should notify Bud or Dave . Equipment is being set up 

for emergency response.   A drill by FEMA at Beaver Valley went well.  Anyone wanting to help at 

the Race for Alec on June 5 should contact Dave.  

Nets ï Dave reports good check-ins; YL net OK 

2. Old Business  

Field day ï Joe will supply generator; anyone wanting to operate at Field day should sign up at 

the June meeting;  guests may operate at the GOTA station 

Dayton ï Bud will be at the flea market, anyone attending please stop by  

Fox hunt ï Adam (KB3OMH) looking for QTH to build antennas; would like to do this week of May 

20.   Let Adam know if you want to participate in the fox hunt or in building antennas.   He will 

pick up needed parts.  The hunt will probably start at Mingo Park; teams will travel in cars to find the 

fox.  More info will be put in the newsletter and Web site. 

3. New Business  

1. Harry Bloomburg will be at the June meeting to load digital software unto anyoneôsô laptop who 

wants it; software for field day can also be loaded at this time. Bring your laptop to the June 

meeting if you want this software.  

2. Anyone wanting to ñshow and tellò something with the club at a meeting can add their name to 

the signup sheet; spots are available for meetings later this year 

Joe moved to adjourn; Dave seconded; meeting adjourned 

Thanks to Kevin Smith who demonstrated his satellite communications equip-

ment and answered questions about using satellites   

W.A.Com General Membership Meeting Minutes for May 3, 2010  
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                               AT THE MAY MEETING... 

Ʒ  

Adam, NZ3S, pro-

vided some updated 

information on the 

Fox Hunt and the An-

tenna Building for the 

event. 

A 

M 

S 

A 

T 

Kevin, N3HKQ, presented a pro-

gram on Satellite Operations at the 

May meeting.    He showed us his 

antenna and the software he uses 

to track the Satelliteôs path. 

(Above) Kevin showing the 

construction of 

the antennas. 

 

(Above and Left) 


