
 Washington Amateur Communications 

Presidents Message May 2010 

The month of May brings the Dayton Hamvention. This event is an 

event most Amateurs await as a form of renewal of the Amateur radio 

hobby. I encourage all members to experience this at least once in 

their lifetime.  

The spring weather enables members to get outside and set up new 

antenna arrays for summer and winter use for contesting and new 

endeavors in our hobby. Remember to be safe and if help is needed 

please contact a club member.  

Also most important it brings to mind FIELD DAY 2010. I want to en-

courage all members to try to attend Field Day 2010. Again this year 

we are very fortunate to have the same location as years past, the 

Washington Sportsmen Club located above the Washington Fair 

Grounds. Just like last year we are expecting to have a great time in 

practicing emergency communications. Please bring a friend to show 

them and to let them also experience our great hobby.  

73  

 Bud, N3TIR  

 

Officers  

President: Bud Plants, N3TIR; 

bud@bnelectronics.com 

Vice President: Kevin Beatty, 

KB3JHO; 

KB3JHO@arrl.net 

Secretary:  John Quigg, N3GHR 

jjquigg@comcast.net 

Treasurer: Norma Plants, N3YJJ; 

njplants@yahoo.com 

Board of Directors  

Director: Adam Quigg, KB3OMH, 

kb3omh@comcast.net 

Director: Jim Burtoft, KC3HW; 

jburtoft@verizon.net 

Director: Dave Demotte, N3IDH; 

n3idh@hotmail.com 

Webmaster: Joe Caldwell, N3XE; 

joecaldwell.jc@gmail.com 

Editor: Jacque Gosselin, N3ZEL 

n3zel@comcast.net 

The W.A.C.O.M. Ham 

Inside: 

Fox Hunt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2  

Field Day  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3  

Power Squadron Activity . . 3  

Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4  

Emergency Drill . . . . . . . . . . 4  

At the April Meeting . . . . . . .5  

Pittsburgh Marathon / Race 

For The Cure  . . . . . . . . . . . ..6  

Memorandum of Understand-

ing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7  

Miscellaneous Items of Inter-

est . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8  

Ham Radio in Advertising . . 9  

YSYEOK . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10 

Train Trip  . . . . . . . . . . .  11 -13 

 

The next General Membership meeting will be held  ON    
MONDAY, MAY 3, 2010, at 7:30 p.m. AT THE WASHINGTON COUNTY 

BUILDING IN ROOM 103.  Please remember we moved the 

General meeting date in May to the first Monday  because 

of a schedule conflict with the County.  

Our Program Will Be An AMSAT                   
PRESENTATION BY Kevin smith, N3HKQ.  

plan on attending this meeting and 
bring your questions about Satellite 

and Amateur Radio.  

mailto:kb3omh@comcast.net
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Here are the plans for the Fox Hunté.. So faréé 
 
Please contact Adam KB3OMH to sign up for THE FOX HUNT:  
If people are interested they can email him so he can get a count of 
the number of people/teams.  Also if there are any questions       

people can email him kb3omh@comcast  or call me @ (724)288 -7732. 
 

Once Adam has a count of the number of participants the antenna -
building session will be scheduled.  
 
Saturday, June 5th : Dry run to test the Fox, Antennas and Devices. Also some 
training on use of equipment and maps.  
Place: Mingo Creek Park, Time 10AM till ....  
 
Saturday, June 19th: The Fox Hunt  

Start in Mingo Creek Park. The hunt will use teams in cars.  
A team should include a driver and two others to take directional readings and 

argue about what the readings mean.  
Teams will start 15 minutes apart beginning at 10AM. The Fox may move after 

being found.  
 

The hunt will wrap up with an afternoon picnic back at the Park .  Larry from 
wash will be trying to get a pavilion. More on this as info comes in.  

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

For those who are going to 
DAYTON and would like more     
information on FOX HUNTING:  
 

 
There is a Forum on Friday, 
May 14th, from 11:00 a.m. until 
Noon in Room 2.  Conducted 
by Dick Arnett, WB4SUV.  

The Fox Hunt  
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June 26 -27, 2010 ~~ Always The Fourth Full Weekend In June  

Where the spirit of ñAmateur Radio Pastò joins forces with the Next Generation 

of Innovations, Interests and Individuals!!!  

ARRL Field Day is the most popular on-the-air operating event in amateur radio. On 
the fourth full weekend in June, tens of thousands of amateur radio operators gather 
for a public demonstration of our service. Field Day is part educational event, part operating event, part 

public relations event ï and ALL about FUN!  

Amateur radio is about knowledge and growth.  It is a hobby and service that truly offers ñsomething for 
everyone.ò Amateur Radio embraces both the old and new.  While CW may no longer be a testing 
element, it is still a strong and favorite operating mode for many.  Tens of thousands of operators are 
embracing digital technologies, from RTTY to newer digital modes like PSK31 and Olivia.  Phone opera-
tion, probably the largest segment of the hobby, also has new frontiers to be explored with digitized 
voice, VOIP, and IRLP. And this is why Field Day ï the largest annual on-the-air operating event ï is so 
exciting.  It gives all ï the old timer and the newcomer, the brass-pounder and the computer assisted op-
erator ï the chance to share and teach the broad range of modes and technologies we find in our hobby. 

Field Day is truly the time in which we bring amateur radio to Main Street USA.  By setting up in park-
ing lots, malls, Emergency Operations Centers, parks and even at home, amateur operators learn skills 
that will allow them to better serve their communities.  Setting up in these public venues gives added 
public relations value ï their friends and neighbors can see and experience the fun and public service 
capability that their ñham radioò neighbors bring to the community. 

Join in the fun! For more information on amateur radio and the ARRL ï the national organization for Amateur 
Radio ï visit www.arrl.org 

ARRL Field Day  

***********************************************  

POWER SQUADRON ACTIVITIES  

USPS is going to W1AW on the first weekend of June, June 
5 and 6.  If any WACOM member would like to join us, we 
could use the additional help.  It isn't easy operating for 12 

hours per day on so many bands.  It is a really great          
experience.   

 

Anyone who is interested 
can contact me at  

donstarkn3how@gmail.com 

  

Thanks, 

Don, N3HOW 

http://www.arrl.org/
mailto:donstarkn3how@gmail.com
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The April, 2010, meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM on April 1st by Bud, N3TIR. 
 
     Minutes of the March meeting were published via E-mail . Moved and Seconded that the March minutes 
be accepted as published. Motion passed. 
 
     The treasurer's report was read. Moved and Seconded that the report be accepted. Motion passed. 
 
Old Business: 
 
     The antenna trailer is being modified.  The hitch tongue is being replaced to allow the trailer to be pulled 
by a greater number of vehicles. 
 
New business 
 
     The May meeting will be scheduled for the first Monday in May-May 3rd. 
 
     The balance of the meeting was presentations. 
 
     Jeff, N3HNS spoke to us about the Pittsburgh Marathon.  Hams are needed as volunteer  

communicators for the Marathon. 
 
     Frank, KB3AAG showed us his 1921 Areola- the first manufactured broadcast receiver using a vacuum 
tube.  The unit was in pristine condition and still worked.   
 
     John,WA3VKC showed examples of variable inductors from the 1920's 
 
      The meeting adjourned at 8:25. 
 

W.A.Com General Membership Meeting Minutes for April 1, 2010  

JOB WELL DONE!!  
 

The Beaver Valley Power Station is required to perform simulated emergency under FEMA observa-
tion.  Tuesday night the drill centered on notification to civil authorities, Wednesday nights drill focused on 

the evacuation process.  Amateur radio played an essential role in both by operating ham stations at EOCs 
and assisting the Red Cross in tracking evacuees and opening of shelters throughout five local counties. 
The use of digital modes amazed the participants Red Cross Staff and FEMA observers.  They are still 

thinking of ways to use the new and the tried and true tools in time of emergency.  The "Masters of Digital 
Disasters" hours of work are really paying off. 

I want to thank all of the hams from ARES and RACES that made this a success.  I am not sure of all of the 
RACES folks, but, those who worked on the Red Cross drill include Harry, W3YJ, Dave KB3FXI, Steve 

KB3EYY, Carl N3OLA, Walt KB3EOO, Chuck N3ETV, Jim N3ZJM, Milt KB3UWL, Brian WB3G, 
DaveN3IDH, Bob KB3IN, Bill NY9H, Bud N3TIR, Louis KB3OGQ.  Also Red Cross Director of Emergency 

Service Mike KB3KDA, Joe KA3TDQ, Jerry K3FKI and Lary  
This was a fun event, we met a lot of nice people, but, most of all we made it work and will feel better pre-

pared when we are needed.   
GREAT JOB AND MANY MANY THANKS!  Let's do it again. 

 
73,  

   Larry Keller AB3ER  Section Emergency Coordinator WPA-ARES 
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AT THE APRIL MEETING... 

If you have an interesting or 

unusual item related to ham 

radio, or perhaps a ñmystery 

itemò to puzzle us with, bring 

it to a meeting to share with 

the rest of the members.  

RIGHT:  JEFF, N3NHS, Ʒ 

CAME TO OUR MEETING TO 

PROMOTE PARTICIPATION 

IN THE PITTSBURGH MARA-

THON.  HE BROUGHT US 

PAMPHLETS TO INFORM US 

ON PROCEDURE AND CON-

TACT INFORMATION.  SEE 

JEFFôS  ARTICLE ON THE 

NEXT PAGE.  

ABOVE LEFT, LEFT, BE-

LOW LEFT: 

ƹ  

JOHN, WA3VKC, 

BROUGHT IN THESE 

TUNING CAPACITORS 

FROM AN  ATWATER-

KENT RADIO. 

RIGHT, BELOW: 

Ʒ  

FRANK, KB3AAG, 

BROUGHT IN THIS  

AEROILA RADIO, THE 

FIRST COMMERCIAL 

RADIO SOLD THAT 

USED A VACUUM 

TUBE.  THIS RADIO 

IS IN EXCELLENT 

CONDITION AND IS 

STILL IN WORKING 

ORDER. 


