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Presidents Message April 2010

The Spring Air sure does wonders for Amateur Operators. It brings
about thoughts of antenna building and station building. Also it
brings the start of the Hamfest Season and of course the Dayton
Hamvention.

On that thought, have you ever wondered why when you replace an
antenna with one for another band, that the band on the one you took
down opens up clear to eternity, and the band you put up, closes up
like a claim run over by a bus!

The Spring Air will bring a rush of WACOM activity beginning with
hamfests - walkathons -fox hunting - field day 2010 and new for 2010,
Club member station visits about certain facets of Amateur radio.

also will have, at our meetings, a "Show - Tell - or Sell" session.
Bring in something you might want to show  -off or maybe something
you have to sell.

We

We are going to have some special guests again at our General Meet-
ing. Everything from Satellite to wire antennas. So keep checking
your email and visit the club website for all the latest club info.

As always, any items or activities you would like to see WACOM pur-
sue, drop the Directors or any
makes a successful club, th-~

73
Bud, N3TIR
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The next General Membership meeting will be held ON
THURSDAY, APRIL 1, 2010, at 7:30 p.m. AT THE WASHINGTO

BUILDING IN ROOM 103.
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Once again the county needs our room for a important meeting. (You
can tell ités an election year.)
rather those who will be attending, Thursday, May 13th will not work!
Bud chose the first Monday, May 3rd, as the WACOM meeting date for
May. Please note this on your calendars.
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2 Here is the shack I left behind, :( Bill (above left and right)

Here is my
; mobile....Bill
®Y NY9H/3

The car has an lcom 2710 dual band

2mtr/440; a Uniden 996 scanner; and an

Icom 706Mk2g HF/VHF/UHF.

|l &m using 19" 1/ 4 wave
(drilled, of course) and a Tarheel mini

80 thru 6 meter screwdriver antenna.

[

Here is my new shack....
well maybe sometime this
summer.......

Bill



ARRL Field Day

June 26-27, 2010 ~~ Always The Fourth Full Weekend In June

Where the spirit of AAmateur Radi o Pas
of Innovations, Interests and Individuals!!!

ARRL Field Day is the most popular on-the-air operating event in amateur radio. On

the fourth full weekend in June, tens of thousands of amateur radio operators gather

for a public demonstration of our service. Field Day is part educational event, part operating event, part
public relations event i and ALL about FUN!

Amateur radio is about knowledge andgrowth. | t i s a hobby and service that
e v er y Amateur Radio embraces both the old and new. While CW may no longer be a testing

element, it is still a strong and favorite operating mode for many. Tens of thousands of operators are

embracing digital technologies, from RTTY to newer digital modes like PSK31 and Olivia. Phone opera-

tion, probably the largest segment of the hobby, also has new frontiers to be explored with digitized

voice, VOIP, and IRLP. And this is why Field Day i the largest annual on-the-air operating eventi is so

exciting. It gives all 1 the old timer and the newcomer, the brass-pounder and the computer assisted op-

erator 1 the chance to share and teach the broad range of modes and technologies we find in our hobby.

Field Day is truly the time in which we bring amateur radio to Main Street USA. By setting up in park-

ing lots, malls, Emergency Operations Centers, parks and even at home, amateur operators learn skills

that will allow them to better serve their communities. Setting up in these public venues gives added

public relations value 1 their friends and neighbors can see and experience the fun and public service
capability that their Aham radi oo neighbors bring t

Join in the fun! For more information on amateur radio and the ARRL i the national organization for Amateur
Radio i visit www.arrl.org
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HAM RADIO CLASSES

Ham Radio Classes Ham Radio Classes

Salvation Army Emergency Operations Center

825 Parish St. 400 N. Lexington Street
Greentree,Pa 15220 Pittsburgh, PA 15208 (Point Breeze)

Starts Thursday 3/25/10 at 7:00 PM

Starts Wednesday 3/24/10 at 7:00 PM Classes Thursdays at 7:00 PM

Classes Wednesdays at 7:00 PM 4/1/10

3/31/10 4/8/10

4/7/10 4/15/10

4/14/10 4/22/10

4/21/10 4/29/10

4/28/10 VE TEST 5/6/10 7:00pm

VE TEST 5/5/10 7:00pm Contact Joe, KA3TDQ at cell phone

412 496 5441
Or email: KASTDO@VERIZON.NET
Or Jerry: K3FKI@VERIZON.NET

Contact Joe, KA3TDQ at cell phone
412 496 5441

Or email: KASTDOQ@VERIZON.NET
Or Jerry, K3EKI@QVERIZON.NET
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W.A.Com General Membership Meeting Minutes for March 11, 2010

Present:Bud(N3TIR),Norma(N3YJJ),JohnQ(N3GHR),Sam(W3CYO),JoeB(KB3QQT),Jim(KC3HW),
JoeC(N3XE),Dave(N3IDH),Jacque(N3ZEL),Ed(N3ZNI),Debbie(KD8KAC),Bob(KB3IN),
JohnM(WA3VKC),Frank(KB3AAG),Bill(NY9H),TomB(K3PLM),John Rodgers(N3MSE)

Bud called the meeting to order at 7:25 PM
1. Reports

Secretary - Minutes of the February 10, 2010 meeting were circulated; Ed moved to accept, Dave seconded.
Motion approved.

Treasurer i Treasurers report was circulated; Jim moved to accept, JoeB seconded. Motion approved.
Newsletter T Bud thanked Jacque for a job well done

Web site T Joe has added an events tab; Dave asked if there could be a place on the site where net control-
lers could keep records of check-ins. Joe will look at this.

Repeater - Sam reported repeater OK now. Sam also explained why repeater back-up power was lost dur-
ing snow storm

RACES i cub members were able to pass traffic at Bentleyville during power outages after the snow storm

Net 7 10 meter net OK; Jacque said YL net OK; Elmer net is being listened to on scanners, Bud reported
some interest from listeners on becoming hams.

2. Old Business
Field day i confirming arrangements for use of the gun club
Dayton i space confirmed

Fox hunt i Adam(KB3OMH) will contact WASH, Green and Monesson clubs to coordinate event Note: World
Radio on-line has an article on fox hunts.

3. New Business

Info:

1. WASH repeater up i 146.995

2. Bud talked to an old club member who gave him copies of some of the clubs first newsletters

3. Jim shared his first radio with the club; anyone
meeting can add their name to the sign up sheet

Jim moved to adjourn; Dave seconded; meeting adjourned

Thanks to John Rodgers, ARRL section head, who brought us up to date with NBEMS and other changes

Picnic pavilion is reserved for the WACOM picnic on FridayJuly 9, 2010.
The location is: South Strabane Fire Dept. #1, 1696 E. Maiden St., Washington Pa.

Watch for more info soon




AT THE MARCH MEETING...

Section Manager John Rogers, N3SME, attended our
March meeting, providing us with an informative session of
guestions and answers. We had a discussion on 97.113
and the proposed changes to the rule to allow for amateur
operators who are hospital employees to participate in
emergency drills that are conducted by hospitals for ac-
creditation purposes and that are not government-
sponsored."Section 97.113(a)(3) specifically prohibits ama-
teur stations from transmitting communications "in which
the station licensee or control operator has a pecuniary in-
terest, including communications on behalf of an employer."

There was also a discussion of the NBEMS program and
how it is the standard digital mode for the section. There
have been demonstrations at some of the local club meet-
ings, including here at WACOM. The software is free and it
also works on almost any computer, even older ones using
Windows 98. Check out this useful and easily used pro-
gram. Get rmore info via http://wlhkj.com/NBEMS/

Thanks to John for his visit and information and we hope he
will pay us a return visit very soon.

If you have an interesting or unusual item Iﬁ
related to ham radi o, Waf ry
itemo to puzzle us wit h, brlng meeting
to share with the rest of the members.

SHOW 6N TELL

| was about eight when my dad built this radio for
me. That puts it at about 1956. My brother found it
in my father's attic and gave it to me. | remember
what my expectations were. | thought that this ra-
dio would give me multiple stations at ear splitting
volume. Well, it didn't work that way. | could get
two stations (I lived in Akron, Ohio). | could pick up
WHLO, 640 KHz, and WAKR,1590 KHz. Well, if
you had two stations, then that qualified for
"multiple”. Also, volume was a problem. | could
barely hear them. This radio didn't spark my inter-
est in electronics. That came later with a one tran-
sistor radio that | built a few years later. Now, that
wasn't my only contact with a crystal set. | plan on
bring in one of my favorites at one of the meet-
ings. | have a short wave set that | have used to

' log many stations, short wave and regular AM

i broadcast.

Thanks for your interest, Jim Burtoft, KC3HW
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THE RETURN OF THE PITTSBURGH MARATHON

Fellow Amateurs...

The Pittsburgh marathon is back for another run this spring! May 2, 2010 will be the date of the marathon's
21st running, and with registration already exceeding last year's participation of over 10,000 runners, it will
be the largest in the history of the event. Once again, amateur radio has been asked to help make this event
a success.

We will be providing communications vital to ensuring the safety both of those athletes running in the mara-
thon and of the many spectators. There are many positions around the 26.2 mile course that need to be
covered, including mile markers, aid stations, buses and sweep vehicles, shadows for race officials, and oth-
ers. To fully cover all of these positions, we will need over 150 volunteer amateur radio operators, includ-
ing you!

If you're new to the hobby or have never participated in a public service event, please don't let that stop you
from joining us. We have a variety of positions for new and experienced hams alike, and will provide you
with the information and support you need. This is an excellent opportunity to gain

The experience needed to help out during an emergency, all while having fun and doing a service to our
community.

Online registration is quick and easy. Just visit marathon.central.org , click "Volunteer Now!", and fill out
the form. You will receive your assignment and detailed instructions during the last week of April. There will
also be a pre-race meeting the day before the marathon, at which we'll review what to expect on race day,
answer any questions you have, and provide your T-shirt, hat, vest, and marathon credentials.

| look forward to your participation.

73, Jeffrey Hutzelman, N3NHS

Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure
Date: Mother &8s Day May 9
Where: Schenley Park in Pittsburgh

What: | need operators to fill various spots along the course and also need shadows
for the officials.

Time: Shadows need to report at 6AM. Others need to report by 7:15 AM

(the police start closing off roads after that). We usually finish up by noon
and go out to eat afterwards.

Information/questions: Contact NU3Q, Bob Mente, at (412) 279  -9016 or
nu3g@nu3g.com
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