Inside:

Classes ....... ..........
Meeting Minutes. . . ........

Grounding Protection . .. ... 4

Target Link System

TITANIC Special Event.. . . ..
THE FIELD DAY STORY ....5
Shack

Me mber 6s

Hamfests................

SERVICE
CLUB

SPECIAL /%
R%R
C

Officers
President: Bud Plants, N3TIR;
bud@bnelectronics.com

Vice President: Kevin Beatty,
KB3JHO;

KB3JHO@arrl.net

Secretary: Bill Sheehan, KB3LIX;

sheehanbill@hotmail.com

Treasurer: Norma Plants, N3YJJ;

njplants@yahoo.com

Board of Directors

Director: Adam Quigg, KB3OMH,

kb3omh@comcast.net

Director: Jim Burtoft, KC3HW;
jburtoft@verizon.net

Director: Dave Demotte, N3IDH;

n3idh@hotmail.com

Webmaster: Joe Caldwell, N3XE;

joecaldwell.jc@gmail.com
Editor: Jacque Gosselin, N3ZEL

n3zel@comcast.net

The W.A.C.O.M. Ham
- Washington Amateur Communications

Presidents Message April 2009

April is going to be a special month for WACOM.

| encourage every member of WACOM to talk to friends and rela-
tives about joining our great hobby .Our club will be holding a 3
day course on obtaining a Technician Class Amateur Radio
License.

This the perfect way to getsyour YL involved or a family member,
friend or just someone you know who always wanted to become a
Amateur Operator and thought they had learn CW to obtain a

license.

This hobby offers great enjoyment for everyone and will last a life-
time. Amateur Radio also builds lasting friendships both locally and
around the world.

Also Field Day is approaching very soon and the next few general
meetings we will be making plans for our 2009 event. Please keep
June 27 and 28 open on your calendar.

730s
Bud Plants, N3TIR

Field Day : June 228, 2009

Pl ans are in the maki
for 2009. Mark your calendars, keep this
weekend open, and join your fellow members
this annual exercise. WACOM has regularly
a GOTA (Get On The Air) station for those wh
are new to radio, and usually runs 3 or 4 sta-
tions during the weekend. Modes include phone, code, and digital; Bud also
sets up his satellite station. He has suggested running a YL station this year
as we have a number of women in our club that are seldom seen operating
and need to be out there having fun too! There is a lot of fun but also a lot of
experience to be had during Field Day. And did anyone mention that the food
is terrific? See inside for more information oRIELD DAY
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CLASSES * CLASSES * CLASSES * CLASSES * CLASSES

On April 6th, 2009 the Washington County Department of Public Safety will be hosting
the United States Department of Commerce (National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration) SKYWARN Class. This course is designed for County and Local
Emergency Coordinators, Emergency Responders, and Radio Amateur Civil
Emergency Services personnel. This course will teach students how to identify and
report various weather patterns that can develop into tornados or damaging storms so

SKYWAHN that proper preparation and warning can be given. The information given in this
course will also give students the vital information to assist their community during
WEATHER.GOV: weather emergencies.

The course will be held
April 6th, 2009
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Washington County Emergency Operations Center
100 West Beau Street Level C
Washington, PA , 15301

All students wishing to participate in this course may register by calling the
Department of Public Safety at (724) 228 -6911.
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WASHINGTON AMATEUR COMMUNICATIONS

TECHNICIAN CLASS APRIL 2009

APRIL 18, 19, and 2% 2009
8 A.M. to 4 P.M. each day
Washington County Emergency Operations Center
100 West Beau Street Level i Washington, PA. 15301
For registration please contact
Bud Plants N3TIR3tir@arrl.net

724-484-0207

Tuesday, April 14, 2009 at California University
Duda Hall Room 103
Washington County, PA

For further information contact:

SKYWAHN Richard.Kane@noaa.gov

WEATHER.GOV-



Minutes of the General Membership Meeting March 5, 2009

Meeting called to order

Moment of silence to recognize the passing of Hank Marzina, KB3FNM
Guest with us tonight, N3NHS Jeff here to speak about Pittsburgh Marathon
Minutes of February meeting distributed Mot to acc: KB3OMH Sec: AB3FQ
Treasurers Report: Exact same figures as dist at the BOD meeting
Newsletter : Going fine, Last issue was great

Nets: Also fine, PEMA had a Statewide Weather Exercise this morning (3-5)

By Law Committee: Still in process. Have to add mechanism to replace Board of Directors member should a member
resign or pass.

Sport s men 6WentSileoreeeived 2 new member applications and sold LOTS of candy.
Technician class has been postponed indefinitely.
Candy sales: Does anyone want any? No response

Meeting in May must be moved because of a conflict in the counties room reservations, and a conflict with the start of
Dayton. Meeting will be help Monday May 11, 2009 Rm-103

Bud has accepted the resignation of Joe Furjanic from the Board of Directors.

Adam KB3OMH has accepted the position to replace Joe.

Joe was al so t he -topersdnsl (Bil Sheahdnphwillattemmt g o

To take over for Joe until he can resume his position.

Bud would like to have the audit completed by the end of April 2009.

BOD agreed to a policy to donate $ 50 for either flowers or donation to a specified
Charity in the event of the passing of a club member.

WaCom has an option to have 4 table spaces at Dayton. Bud is getting space for himself,

But additional space is available for WaCOM. He will also have a 10 x 6 foot trailer available for club members to store
stuff purchased at Dayton. The additional space

Will cost $ 30. Motion to spend $ 30 for Dayton table N3IDH Sec: N3ZEL

Reminder, Field Day and Hamfest coming soon

Hank Marzina just paid dues.

Motion to return dues payment to his wife N3IDH Sec: AB3HO

Motion to adjourn: AB3FQ Sec: AB3HO \é_{
Attendance: — 1 =
N3IDH, KB3JHO, N3TIR, N3YJJ, N3XAR, KB3QQT, N3ZEL, N3WMV,

AB3HO, AB3FQ, KA3VOM, AA3GM, KB3OMH, N3GHR, N3NHS,

WB3CED, WA3VKO, KB3LIX,Rusty (20)

de Bill, KB3LIX l




April General Meeting
Lightning Protection for the Ham Radio Station

Here in the Pennsylvania, springisinthedaiand al ready v
a violent windstorm. Protecting our equipment from lightning is one

of the most important neaperating tasks that we do. We have a lot of
expensive equipment inside the house with a nice tall metal structure
outside in a cleared area is simply asking for lightning to strike.

There are a lot of misconceptions out there about lightning protection.
Those misconceptions can cost you dearly.

| will present information on dealing with this problem over the next
two general meetings. | work with grounding antenna systems on a
daily basis under the NEC code and offer advice to insurance adjusters
on lightning claims. | have 25 years of experience in the proper way

of bonding antennas and electronic equipment to ground.

730s Bud N3TI R

THE TARGET LINK SYSTEM 6 By Denny Schwing, KBDKS

Before the February meeting of the Washington Amateur Communications club, a conversation was brought

up about the Target Link Communications System. | found out at that time that there were members present
that didnét know any more about this system than | d
search to find out more.

I was first introduced to this system by Bud(N3TIR). The Target Link System is a series of four Two (2) meter
repeaters that are all linked together. They transmit through a hub link in Berkley Springs, West Virginia.
When you, as an operator, open one repeater you open all of them . This will allow talking from eastern Ohio
to Baltimore, Maryland including Washington DC. The closet link to us is 146.835 (W3WGX) in

Seven Springs, PA this is a CTCSS receiver with a 123 tone to open it.

| hope at the April meeting to have a handout that will supply more information to those that
may be interested

| accept no license for any content of this message it can be found on
www.kuggie.com.
Denny Schwing

K8DKS



http://www.kuggie.com

Titanic Honors Radio Heroes

Branson, MO - From the Titanic Museum Attraction in Branson, MO.
(www.titanicbranson.com ) to other points around the world, Ham radio operators using
call sign WOS, (www.wzeros.com ) will Qpay tribute to the brave men who used a Marconi

radio to signal for help when the mighty Titanic went down at sea 97 years ago on April 14th, 1912.

The3® Annual W0OS Speci al Event will take place at the Titani
tainment Qenter from 8am -7pm Saturday, April 11, 2009. (o) 0]

iwWe want to continue to honor the Titanic igndlinonediatelg w t hat
after the ship hit the iceberg. Without these radio transmissions, many additional lives would have been

lostthat i ght , 0 said Rod Kittleman, spokesperson for the hams
tors do today, help save ddives during disasters. o

The speci al call sign, WO0S, st ands Qfompanyfh&tbuiiltthe Titdnicar ,® t he r
Detailed information and media gallery is available at wzeros.com .00

The Worl déds Largest TITANIC Museum At thecamgetalaodmarioBraesore d i n 2 C

tourist destination. The 17,000 square foot, Gship - shaped structure obui |t half scale to Tit
size -- Qowers more than 100 feet above its anchored position on the Branson Cstrip. A90 -minute, self -

guided tour covers 20 galleries on two decks Qwhere more Qhan 400 priceless artifacts that once belonged

to Titani c 6 sOreravsaseeomdisplay.sNone of the artifacts were retrieved from the ceanbds

floor. Visit www.titanicbranson.com (@]
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The Field Day Story

Where the spirit of AAmateur Radi o Pasto joins f
tions, Interests and Individuals!!!

ARRL Field Day is the most popular on-the-air operating event in amateur radio. On the fourth full weekend in
June, tens of thousands of amateur radio operators gather for a public demonstration of our service. Field
Day is part educational event, part operating event, part public relations event i and ALL about FUN!

Amateur radio is about knowledge andgrowth. | t i s a hobby and service that
r y o nAemateur Radio embraces both the old and new. While CW may no longer be a testing element, it

is still a strong and favorite operating mode for many. Tens of thousands of operators are embracing digital
technologies, from RTTY to newer digital modes like PSK31 and Olivia. Phone operation, probably the larg-

est segment of the hobby, also has new frontiers to be explored with digitized voice, VOIP, and IRLP. And

this is why Field Day i the largest annual on-the-air operating event i is so exciting. It gives all 7 the old

timer and the newcomer, the brass-pounder and the computer assisted operator i the chance to share and

teach the broad range of modes and technologies we find in our hobby.

Field Day is truly the time in which we bring amateur radio to Main Street USA. By setting up in parking
lots, malls, Emergency Operations Centers, parks and even at home, amateur operators learn skills that will
allow them to better serve their communities. Setting up in these public venues gives added public relations
value 1 their friends and neighbors can see and experience the fun and public service capability that their
Aham radiod neighbors bring to the community.

Join in the fun! For more information on amateur radio and the ARRL i the national organization for Amateur
Radio i visit www.arrl.org




Station Equipment:
Radios

Primary Rig: Kenwood TS90S
Ten Tec Argonaut Il (QRP)
Yaesu FT736R VHF/UHF Rig (144,
222, 432, & 1296 MHz)
DownEast Microwave 903 and 2304
MHz transverters
Alinco DR590 (FM 2m & 70cm)

Mobile Rigs:  Yaesu F1B57
Yaesu F1B817 (QRP)

Extra Rigs: lcom-706
TenTec Argo 555
Yaesu F290R (2-meter alkmode)
Yaesu F1790R (70-cm allFmode)

Antennas: -Cushcraft R-6000 Omni (20-6-meters)
- 160-30-meter sloper
-Parr OA-50 6-meter loop
-Cushcraft 4-element 2-meter, 4-element
222, 11-element 432, and 15-element
1296 yagios on chimney (903

MHz antennas are portable)
Awards: DXCC (135-countries now contacted), WAC,
WAS, VUCC on 6-meters (250 grids now), and

many VHF/UHF section awards.

Background: | guess | can thank (or blame) my brother David (KD3RZ) for gettmg me into amateur radio. At his urging,
| got my first ticket in May 1993 and upgraded to Extra Class four months later (he soon realized he created a monster!).
Many, many dollars and countless hours of time, | have made over 12,150-QS0Os (not counting Field Day & DXpedi-
tions). | have managed to do a lot as a Ham in the span of 16-years: massive amounts of contesting, solo DXpedition to
FP and KP4-land, lover of Field Day, VHF rovering, and making the pilgrimages to Dayton, OH and Newington, CT.

Overall, | most enjoy QRP and VHF/UHF operating i 6-meters is my most preferable band. My favorite mode (as most

of you know) is CW. | dm most pr oud-walt$of Gvapgowenigl ac acnodntt agcett tna
farther than that! The greatest problem | have now (among long-hours at the 911 Airlift Wing, family of four, Air War

College, and maintaining two homes) is finding free time! My new home contains a full acre near the top of a hill in Bea-

ver County with ample amounts of room to greatly improve my antenna setup. However, my station is still located at the

old place (with a small lot). | hope to get the new station set up before the next sunspot cycle gets into full gear!

There is still much more | would like to do in amateur radio. | have yet to really get involved in digital modes or satellite.
There are so manhy opportunitieseé. but so little timel Hn

73 de AA3GM

Ken Frankenbery




