Washington Walk

-, It has been a very busy September. Our club has just completed communi-
cations for two runs in Washington Pa. | want to thank all members who

Washington Walk 2. . ... ... 3 o ) ) .
West Alex Fai participated in both events. Both the events offer a great experience in

es exrair ........... . . .

_ emergency communications and | encourage all members to experience
MINUEES. .. .o ® an event like this, it's a lot of fun and we can demonstrate our skills at the
Amateur Radio Classes . ... 6 same time.

Hams to Activate Midwa .

Atol v away The West Alexander Fair was a great event also. We had 11 members
help work the special event. We worked many Europe stations along with

WACOM Hamfest. . ........ 8
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the States. | feel everyone who worked the special event enjoyed working

it and talking to people as they also enjoyed the sights and food of a local

fair. Once again, we as a club, demonstrated on a local level that Amateur
Radio is alive and well and encouraged the public to experience our hobby.

The big event soon approaching is our HAMFEST on November 1, 2009.
Again this year this must be a club effort. This year we moved the event to
a much larger building due to vendor request and the need for wider ven-
dor spacing for everyone to enjoy looking for that special item. We also will
have plenty of new vendors that requested more space. In the coming
days our Hamfest committee will be asking our members for help with vari-
ous needs for the Hamfest Event.

Bud Plants ,N3TIR
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Happy Halloween!




Members of WASH and WACOM provided communications support for this year's Washington Christian
Outreach Labor Day 5K Run/Walk in Washington PA and in spite of rain, this year's was still quite busy with
over 200 participants. ( officially known as the "27th Annual Labor Day 5K Classic" )

Pictured are Kevin, N3HKQ, Dave, N3IDH and Paul, NOVLR. Not pictured is Steve, KB3SVX who was busy
smoozing with Larry Magi, Washington County Commissioner while eating. Some people have their priorities
straighter than others. ;-) Also pictured is the winner of the run part of the race, the finish line and a pair of
parents who both pushed baby carriages in the race. Tom Carter, organizer of the Run/Walk thanked
WACOM and WASH for assisting again and will look for us to help again next year.

Pictures by Kevin & Peg Smith



Members of WACOM and WASH provided communications for the 2009 IC
(Immaculate Conception) Mission Race; a 5K run and walk held on Saturday, Septem-
ber 19th in downtown Washington PA. Amateurs providing assistance included

Bud - N3TIR, Norma - N3YJJ, Mike - N3TIQ (not in picture), Steven - KB3SVX,

Bob - KB3IN, Dave - N3IDH and Kevin N3BHKQ. The weather was perfect, the race
fast and by 10:00 AM all participants had finished the race. The race organizers were
very happy for our help and want us to be back again for next year's event.

Kevin Smith, N3HKQ

Photos courtesy of Kevin Smith, N3HKQ
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ITEMS OF INTEREST:

The speaker at the October General Meeting

The Boy Scouts Emergency Preparedness Weekend

Please note that these have both been in last month’s newsletter and were sent out
as general emails by Bud N3TIR. Please check the previous newsletter or contact
Bud for the information on either event.



September 3, 2009 Meeting Minutes
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RADIO CLASSES AVAILABLE IN THE AREA

AMATEUR RADIO CLASSES AT
ALLEGHENY COUNTY EOC

400 North Lexington St.
Suite 200
Pittsburgh, PA 15208

7:00pm — October 1, 2009

7:00pm — October 8, 2009

7:00pm — October 15, 2009

7:00pm — October 22, 2009

7:00pm — October 29, 2009

7:00pm — November 5, 2009

7:00pm — November 12, 2009

7:00pm — November 19, 2009 **VE TEST**

Contact Person: JOE SCIULLI
KA3TDQ

412-496-5441 (cell)

412-481-3594 (home)

E-mail: KA3TDQ @VERIZON.NET

AMATEUR RADIO CLASSES AT SALVATION
ARMY DISASTER SERVICES

825 Parish Street
(Greentree)
Pittsburgh, PA 15220

7:00pm — September 30, 2009

7:00pm — October 7, 2009

7:00pm — October 14, 2009

7:00pm — October 21, 2009

7:00pm — October 28, 2009

7:00pm — November 4, 2009

7:00pm — November 11, 2009

7:00pm — November 18, 2009 **VE TEST**

Contact Person: JOE SCIULLI
KA3TDQ

412-496-5441 (cell)

412-481-3594 (home)

E-mail: KA3TDQ @VERIZON.NET
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ltems of Interest

Email received 9/14/09 from Stephen Cady, KB3SVX: “I passed my General Exam this evening.
Now | really feel like a ham.”

...and OF COURSE! Don't forget to work the
PA QSO Party! Info can be found at the web

site: http://www.nittany-arc.net/paqso




HAMS TO ACTIVATE MIDWAY ATOLL AS K4M IN OCTOBER 200 9
From the ARRL

Earlier this year, US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) announced that they would open Midway Atoll
<http://www.fws.gov/midway/> to Amateur Radio operations for two weeks only, from October 5-19, 2009
<http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2009/01/27/10596/>. Tom Harrell, N4XP, of Monroe, Georgia, and Dave Johnson,
WBA4JTT, of Aitkin, Minnesota, have put together a team of 19 operators from all over the world to activate Midway Atoll
for a 10 day period as K4M <http://www.midway2009.com/>.

This the first time that USFWS has allowed amateurs to operate from the wildlife refuge since 2002.

"Midway ranks as Number 24 worldwide and Number 13 in Europe on DX Magazine's Most Wanted List
<http://www.dxpub.com/>," Harrell and Johnson said. "Activity will be on 6-160 meters with 5 to 6 stations. At least one
station will be active on 20 meters around the clock for those who need it for a new country. Major efforts will be made to
meet the demand to the most needed geographical areas, the low bands and RTTY."

The team has posted a list of planned frequencies on their Web site <http://www.midway2009.com/kh4fregs.htmli>.

The co-leaders said that travel to the atoll is only allowed by chartered aircraft: "Because of the size of the aircraft, the
team is presented with unique challenges. As such, the aircraft will only be able to carry the team, requiring the equip-
ment to be shipped by boat some months ahead."”

In January, the USFWS started a program to encourage visitors to experience Midway's wildlife, history and culture, as
well as non-wildlife-dependent activities -- including Amateur Radio. To ensure the safety of the wildlife on the Refuge,
Midway Atoll Refuge Manager Matt D. Brown said that Amateur Radio operations will be permitted for two weeks only,
and only within a designated area on the north side of Sand Island. Brown also said that while portable generators will
not be permitted, there is 120 V power available at the operation site; any modifications to the island power
grid/infrastructure must be approved in advance and be paid for entirely by the radio operators.

Brown said that the K4M team will also be required to attend a refuge orientation shortly after their arrival designed to
enhance visitor safety, wildlife protection and overall enjoyment of the wildlife refuge. "Although determined to be a wild-
life-compatible activity,"

Brown said, "this [Amateur Radio] opportunity is being conducted on a trial basis." Brown has the authority to discontinue
the activity at any time, based on wildlife protection and conservation goals.

Midway is located in the North Pacific Ocean (near the northwestern end of the Hawaiian archipelago) -- approximately
1250 miles northwest of Honolulu -- about one-third of the way between Honolulu and Tokyo. At less than 150 miles east
of the International Dateline, Midway Atoll is truly "midway" around the world from the Greenwich meridian. The atoll is
an unincorporated territory of the United States and is the only atoll/island in the Hawaiian archipelago not part of the
State of Hawaii. Midway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge is owned and administered by the USFWS on behalf of the Ameri-
can people and has international significance for both its historic and natural resources.

In 1988, Midway became a National Wildlife Refuge, at the time subject to the primary jurisdiction of the Navy. In 1993,
the Navy decided to close the Naval Air Facility after more than 50 years of continuous operation. On May 20, 1996, cus-
tody and accountability for Midway Atoll transferred from the Department of the Navy to the Department of the Interior.
President Clinton signed Executive Order 13022 on October 31, 1996, effectively superseding earlier orders assigning
responsibility for Midway to the Navy. A new code of regulations governing activities at Midway Atoll National Wildlife
Refuge was published in the Federal Register on March 10, 1998.

When Midway became a national wildlife refuge, it joined a network of more than 500 separate units of the National Wild-
life Refuge System, encompassing nearly 93 million acres, throughout all 50 states and several territories and posses-
sions. Refuges represent the only Federal lands set aside and managed principally for the conservation of fish and wild-
life.




WACOM HAMFEST

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2009
WASHINGTON COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
2151 North Main St.
WASHINGTON, PA 15301

8:00 A.M —-3:00 P.M—Admission $5.00
DOUBLE THE SIZE THIS YEAR
DOORS OPEN FOR VENDORS SETUP AT 6:00 AM
Talk in on 145.49 MHz
MAIN PRIZES:

1st Yaesu 897D HF-6-2-70 M
2nd lcom 208 2m/440 Mobile

3rd MFJ 269 Antenna Analyzer

BLACK BOX PRIZE ONLY 50 TICKETS SOLD

PRIZE’'S SUBJECT TO CHANGE —MAIN DRAWING AT 2:00 P.M . NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN
MAIN PRIZES PURCHASED THROUGH KJI ELECTRONICS
FREE COFFEE ALL DAY COURTESY OF HAM RADIO INSURANCE ASSOCIATES

VE SESSION AT 10:00AM

ADVANCE TICKET SALES—VENDOR SETUP INFO
CONTACT BUD PLANTS, N3TIR @ n3tir@arrl.net or 724-484-0207
PLEASE RESERVE YOUR 6Ft TABLES EARLY, $10.00 non elect $12.00 elect.
BREAKFAST AND LUNCH WILL BE AVAILBLE
DOOR PRIZES--YL PRIZE---DX CARD CHECKER—WAS CARD CH ECKER -CASINO NEAR BY

Sponsored by: Washington Amateur Communications
Send vendor paymentto : WACOM% Norma Plants N3YJJ
236 Chambers Ridge
West Alexander, Pa 15376
Visit us at WWW.WACOMARC.ORG



